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ocpThe proceedings in congress just now, toge- 
ther with the great number of important documents 
and papers submitted, has requifed it of us to give 
an almost undivided attention to such things this 
week, and our next paper will, most probably, be 
so occupied:—After which we shall have a little sea- 
700m. 

Among other interesting subjects deci Jed upon, 
it will be noticed that the bill appropriating 100,000 
dollars for sending ministers to the southern inde- 
pendent states, has passed the senate, and requires 
nothing more than the signature of the president to 
become a law. —__ 
_ StaTe nieuts. It will be seen by the proceed- 
ings of congress, that Mr. Stevenson has submitted a 
proposition, which, if taken up at the next session 
of that body, as designed by the mover, will give 
rise to a full discussion about state rights. It is time 
that the federal and state jurisdictions were settled, 
if possible; for we are really tired of the con- 
tests about the powers and rights of the one as act- 
ing, or as being supposed to act, against the powers 
and rights of the other. It is, probably, for this 
purpose that Mr. Stevenson has brought forward his 
resolution. 

MILITARY APPOINTMENTS. The senate have again 
refused to confirm the nominations of col. Towson, 
as col. of artillery, and of col. Gadsden, as adju- 
tant general. We also hear that the injunction of 
secrecy has been removed onthose proceedings. 








Unitep StatTEs anp France. It is stated that 
the difficulties that have existed between our coun- 
try and France, as to commercial intercourse, are 
about to be removed by an act of the French go- 
vernment, which will be reciprocally met, accord- 
ing to the condition of the law, by an act of our 
own. 

West Inpta TRAnE. It appears highly probable 
that the British parliament has so far retired from 
their navigation laws, as to resolve to open their 
West India ports to the commerce of the United 
States: but the fact is not yet certainly known. 








Arnica. By the arrival of the scheoner Dolphin 
at Charleston, we learn that the slave trade is carried 
on to a shameful extent on the coast of Africa. It 
1s also stated, that the American colonists were com- 
tortably settled at cape Messurado, and were high- 
ly pleased with their prospects. They found the 
climate healthy and the soil fertile, and their wish 
was that their brethren generally in the United 
States would embrace the first opportunity to come 
and settle with them. 

Foreign anticres, London papers of the 30th 
March. A British ministerial paper says that ‘‘no 
country on earth has acted with such a want of 
liberality to Britain as Russia.” The outrages in 
Ireland still continued-—dozens of wretches, chain- 
ed together, were marching to the ports for trans- 
portation.—The bill to effect a change of certain 
stocks, has passed both houses of parliament, and 
appears to be much approved of by the jobbers.— 
The revenue was in a favorable state, though the 
agricultural interest was in the greatest distress: 
speaking of the latter in parliament, Sir Isaac Cof.- 

Vou, XXI2.——-10 | 


fin remarked, it would be better for England 'f 
Canada were at the bottom of the sea.—The minis- 
ters, on several late occasions, have been in the 
minority,—The Hudson Bay stock was selling at 
100 per cent. advance.— Kean, the player, has giv- 
en it out and it makes a great noise in the pap 
that he has received a silver cup as a token of the 
respect of the people of New-York; the fact ap- 
pears to be that it was the private donation of the 
manager of the theatre there, for certain private 
services rendered!—The reported marriage, or any 
intention thereof, of the king with a princessof Den- 
mark, is denied; he is expected, however, to visit 
the continent, to look out for a help-mate.Gea, 
Canning is appointed governor general of India.— 
A treaty between Great Britain and Denmark is 
spoken of, by which the latter has agreed to suffer 
the fortresses of the Sound to be garrisoned by British 
troops, in the event of a war between Russia and 
Turkey: this is improbable. 

The debates in the French legislature are still 
stormy. A plot to cause an insurrection in Poland 
is said to have been discovered by some of the late 
arrests at Paris: the time of its breaking out was 
to have been when the Russians were engaged 
with the Turks—this is probably a manufacture to 
operate on Alexander. 

A London paper of March 30, says, that the 
French funds had suddenly fallen 2 per cent.— 
that there were many rumors of insurrections and 
of a bad spirit among the military. Many arrests 
were made, : 

Fifty thousand olive trees have perished by the 
frost in the department of Var. The law to restrain 
the press has passed the house of peers. Many 
slave ships have been fitted out at Nantz. 

Spain does not appear wholly settled—various 
plots are spoken of, but it is evident that things 
were becoming more and more quiet. 

Portugal is quiet, and the cortes were proceed- 
ing with the national business with the greatest 
zeal. There had been an insurrection at Madeira, 
and the soldiers had taken military possession of 
the island; the cause of this is stated to be the 
censures heaped upon them by the priests, on ac. 
count of the revolution in Portugal having been 
effected by the military. ; 

Whether Russia and Turkey will go to war, and 
when, was not determined at the-date of our last 
accounts, The sudden arrival of a Russian privy 
counsellor at Vienna had caused much specula- 
tion. The object of his mission 18 said to be to 
convince the Austrian court of the moderate views 
of his master: but large contracts for grain were 
made at Odessa, and the Russian army on the Turk. 
ish frontier amounts to 200,000 men, It is not to 
be believed that this great effort has been made 
without a determination to act. The Turks, too, 
are exerting themselves to put their country in the 
best possible state of defence. Couriers were ra. 
pidly passing to and from St. Petersburg and the 
different courts. 

It seems that the Jonian islands were in a state of 
complete insurrection—*Perish the invaders,” as 
all the British used to say about Frenchmen when 
they wanted to protect Spain, as Britain protects 





ithe people of these islands. 
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By i Tiheal} a — 
aes A Piedmontese paper says that the able Inglesi, | any one acquainted with the conduct of Spain to- 
* f @ sentto Europe by M. Dubourg, bishop of Louisi- | wards this republic, and who knows the immense ! 
a a ana, to solicit subscriptions in aid of religious pur- | sacrifices which she has made to preserve her 
1 bh j suits, has received about 150,000 francs of diiter-| friendship. In fact, who could think, that, in re- ‘ 
ui , ent persons the pope and the emperors of Rus. | turn for the cession of her most important pro- 
Ul sia and Austria having given about 20,000 francs} vinces in this hemisphere; for the forgetting of 
each; the grand duke of Tuscany 11,740, and the | the plunder of her commerce by American citi- 
sovereign of Lucca 10,200, zens; for the privileges granted to their navy; and s 
The Schah of Persia is dead, and his two sons| for as great proofs of fricndship as one nation can 5 
are said to be contending for the throne. give another, this executive would propose that t 
It seems confirmed that Ali pacha has? fallen— | the insurrection of the ultra marine possessions of } 
by which a large body of Turkish troops may now | Spain should be recognized? And, moreover, will i 
act directly against the Greeks; and about 60,000} not bis astonishment be augmented to see that this \ 
in the whole, were said to be on the march tor the | power is desirous to give the destructive exam- s 
Morea---a force that, we fear, they cannot with-| ple of sanctioning the rebellion of provinces, which c 
stand. have received no offence from the mother coun- f 
The Porte has been strongly urged by the Aus. | try, tothose to whom she has granted a participa- ‘ 
trian minister to agree to the terms proposed by | tion of a free constitution, and to whom she has ex- " 
Russia; which it is thought that he would do, but on | tended all the mghts and prerogatives of Spanish ve 
account of the Janissaries, who are clamorous for] citizens? In vain will a parallel be attempted to é 
war and have already created some disturbances. |be drawn between the emancipation of this re- . 
There were about 60,000 troops encamped near } public, and that which the Spanish rebels attempt; é 
Constantinople. and history is sufficient to prove, that if a harassed 
| A wild report has been put afloat in Europe, that | and persecuted province has a right to break its i 
. F it was the intention of the American congress to! chains, others, loaded with benefits, elevated to : 
2. furnish the Greeks with 40,000 soldiers and a/ the high rank of freemen, ought only to bless and ' 
4 ‘ie squadron of frigates! embrace more closely the protecting country I 
; a ienieninnes ete “— has ant a st a favors upon them. : 
eo , 1c . ut even admitting that morality ought to yield | 
a / 4 Spain and South Ame ICa. to policy, what is the present state “of Spanish 
4 5 Message iron in. president of the United States, | America, and whatare its governments, to entitle : 
mi ff | transmitting, (in pursuance of a resolution of the | them to recognition? Buenos Ayres is sunk in ; 
a! nA senate of the 25th Inst. ) sundry papers rela- {the most complete anarchy, and each day sees ; 
‘tae tive to the recognition of the independence | new despots produced, who disappear the next. : 
ei of the South American colonies, April 26, 1822.) peru, conquered by a rebel army, has near the 
4 | To the senate of the United States: gates of its capital another Spanish army, aided 
* I transmi( to the senate, agreeably to their reso-{ by part of the inhabitants. In Chili, an individual | 
ls lution of yesterday, a report from the secretary | suppresses the sentiments of the inhabitants, and . 
s) of state, with copies of the papers requested by | his violence presagesa sudden change. On the . 
“a that resolultion, in relation to the recognition of | coast of Firma, also, the Spanish banners wave, , 
if the South \merican provinces. JAS. MONROE, | and the insurgent generals are occupied in quar- : 
4 Washington, 26th April, 1822. relling with their own compatriots, who prefer : 
ki _ Department of state, 25th April, 1822, | taking the: part of a free power, to that of being ; 
i The secretary of state, tu wiom has been re- | the slave of an adventurer. In Mexico, too, there 
i thd ferred a resolution of the senate, of this day, re- | is no government, and the result of the questions 
Bi questing the president to communicate to the se- | which the chiefs commanding there have put to ' 
% nate any information he may have, proper to be | Spain is not known. Where, then, are those g£o- > 
i disclosed, from our minister at Madrid, or from | vernments which ought to be recognized? Where P 
A! the Spanish minister resident in this country, con- | the pledges of their stability? Where the proof t 
mF cerning the views of Spain relative to the recog. | that those provinces will not return to a union 
By ai nition of the independence of the south American | with Spain, when so many of their inhabitants de- . 
f f colonies, and of the dictamen of the Spanish cor-|sire it? And, in fine, where the right of the U. 
q | ‘tes, bas the honor to submit to the president co- | States to sanction and declare legitimate a rebel- : 
ae pies of the papers particularly referred to. lion, without cause, and the event of which is not 
oh JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. | even decided? ; 
7 ENCLOSURES. I do not think it necessary to prove, that if the ; 
‘?. The Spanish minister to the secretary of state, | state of Spanish America were such as it is repre- . 
i Sth March, 1822. (Translation.) sented in the message; that if the existence of its 
4 ' Secretary of state to the Spanish minister, 6th | governments were certain and established; that } 
| April, 1822. as if the impossibility of its re-union with Spain were ‘ 
“% Spanish minister to the secretary of state, 11th | so indisputable; and that if the justice of its re- : 
5 April, 1822. cognition were so evident, the powers of Europe, ‘ 
“ Mr. ¥orsyth to the secretary of state, 14th Feb- | interested in gaining the friendship of countries se < 
i fuary, 1822. (Extract.) important for their commerce, would have been ; 
a Dictamen of the cortes, 12th February, 1822. negligent in fulfilling it. But, seeing how distant ‘ 
4 [TRANSLATION.] : the prospect is of even this result, and faithful to ‘ 
i Don Joaquin de Anduaga to the secretary of state. the ties which unite them with Spain, they await , 
; Washington, March 9,1822. | the issue of the contest, and abstain from doing a < 
Py Sra: inthe National Inteli:;zencer of this day, | gratuitous injury to a friendly government, the ' 
Ihave seen the message sent by the president to | advantages of which are doubtful, and the odium \ 
: the house of representatives, in which he proposes | certain. Such will be that which Spain will re- ; 
i. the recognition, by the United States. of the in- | ceive from the United States, in case the recogni- ‘ 
{ surgent govern'nénts of Spanish America. How | tion proposed in the message should take effect; P 
great my surprise was, may be easily judged by j and posterity will be no less liable to wonder, tha F. 
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the power which has received the most proofs of 
the friendship of Spain, should be the one delight- 
ed with being the first to take a step, which could 
have only been expected from another that had 
been injured, 

Although I could enlarge upon this disagreeable 
subject, I think it useless to do so, because the 
sentiments which the message ought to excite in 
the breast of every Spaniard, can be no secret to 
you. Those which the king of Spain will expe- 
rience, at receiving a notification so unexpected, 
will be doubtless very disagreeable; and at the 
same time that I hasten to communicate it to his 
majesty, [think it my duty to protest, as I do solemnly 
protest, against the recognition of the governments 
mentioned, of the insurgent Spanish provinces of Ame: 
rica, by the United States, declaring that it can tno 
way, now, or at any time, lessen or invalidate in tie 
least the right of Spain to the said provinces, or to 
employ whatever means may bein her power to re-wnite 
them to the rest of her dominions. 

I pray you, sir, to be pleased to lay this protest 
before the president; and I flatter myself, that, 
convinced of the solid reasons which have dictated 
it, he will suspend the measure which he has pro- 
posed to congress, and that he will give to his Ca- 
tholic majesty this proof of his friendship and of 
his justice. ; 

I remain, with the most distinguished considera- 
sion, praying God to guard your life many years, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

JOAQUIN DE ANDUAGA, 
Joun Quincy Apans, secretary of state. 


The secretary of state to the minister fiom Spain, 
Department of state, Washington, 6th April, 1822. 
Sir: Your letter of the 9th of March was, imme- 


diately after I had the honor of receiving it, laid 
before the president of the United States, by whom 
it has been deliberately considered, and by whose 
direction I am, in replying to it, to assure you of 
the earnestness and sincerity with which this go- 
vernment desires to entertain and to cultivate the 
most friendly relations with that of Spain. 

‘Lhis disposition has been manifested not only by 
the uniform course of the United States in their 
direct political and commercial intercourse with 
Spain, but by the friendly interest which they have 
felt in the welfare of the Spanish nation, and by 
the cordial sympathy with which they have wit. 
nessed their spirit and energy, exerted in main- 
taining their independence of all foreign control, 
and their right of self government, 

In every question, relating to the independence 
of a nation, two principles are involved, one of 
vight and the other of fact. The former exclusive- 
ly depending upon the determination of the nation 
itself, and the latter resulting from the successful 
execution of that determination. This right has 
been recently exercised, as well by the Spanish 
nation in Europe, as by several of these countries 
in the American hemisphere, which had for two or 
three centuries been connected as colonies with 
Spain. In the conflicts which have attended these 
revolutions, the United States have carefully ab- 
stained from taking any part respecting the right 
of the nations concerned in them to maintain or 
new organize their own political constitutions, and 
observing, wherever it was a contest by arms, the 
most impartial neutrality. But the civil war, in 
which Spain was for some years involved with the 
inhabitants of her colonies in America, has, in sub- 
stancé, ceased toexist. Treaties, equivalent to an 
acknowledgment of independence, have been con- 





eluded by the commanders and vice-roys of Spain 


herself, with the republic of Colombia, with Mexico 
and with Peru; while, in the provinces of La Plata 
and in Chili, no Spanish force has for several years 
existed to dispute the independence which the in- 
habitants of these countries bad declared. 

Under these circumstances, the government of 
the United States, far from consulting the dictates 
of a policy questionable in its morality, has yielded 
to an obligation of duty of the highest order, by 
recognizing as independent states, nations which, 
after deliberately asserting their right to that cha- 
racter, had maintained and established it against 
all the resistance which had been or could be 
brought to oppose it, This recognition is neither 
intended to invalidate any right of Spain, nor to 
affect the employment of any means which she 
may yet be disposed or enabled to use, with the 
view of re-uniting those provinces to the rest of 
her dominions. It is the mere acknowledgment of 
existing facts, with the view to the regular esta- 
blishment with the nations newly formed, of those 
relations, political and-commercial, which it is the 


,moral obligation of civilized and Christian nations 


to entertain reciprocally with one another, 

it will not be necessary to discuss with you a de- 
tail of facts, upon which your information appears 
to be materially different from that which bas been 
communicated to this government, and is of public 
notoriety; nor the propriety of the denominations 
which you have attributed to the inhabitants of the 
South American provinces. It is not doubted, that 
other and more correct views of the whole subject 
will very shortly be taken by your government, and 
that it, as well asthe other European governments, 
will shew that deference to the example of the 
United States, which you urge it as the duty orthe 
policy of the United States to shew to theirs. The 
effect of the example of one independent nation 
upon the councils and measures of another, can be 
just only so far asit is voluntary; and as the United 
States desire that their example should be follow. 
ed, so it is their intention to follow that of. others 
upon no other principle. They confidently rely 
that the time is at hand when all the governments 
of Europe, friendly to Spain, and Spain herself, will 
not only concur in the acknowledgment of the in- 
dependence of the American nations, but in the 
sentiment, that nothing will tend more effectually 
to the welfare and happiness of Spain, than the 
universal concurrence in that recognition. , 

I pray you, sii, to accept the assurance, &c, 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 

Don Joagq. DE AnDUAGA, envoy extraordinary, &c, 


TRANSLATION, | 
Don Joaquin de Anduaga to the secretary of state. 
Philadelphia, 11th of April, 1822. 

Srr: I had the honor of receiving your note of 


6th instant, in which you were pleased to inform 
me that this government has recognized the inde- 
pendence of the insurgent provinces of Spanish 
America. I despatched immediately to Spain one 
of the secretaries of this legation, to carry to his 
majesty news as important as unexpected; and un- 
til f receive his royal orders upon the subject, I 
have only to refer to my protest of the 9th March 
last, still insisting upon its contents, as if its sub. 
stance were repeated in the present note. 

With the greatest respect, | renew the assurance 
of my distinguished consideration. 

JOAQUIN DE ANDUAGA, 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Forsyth to the secretary 
of state, dated ‘ : 
Madrid, 14th of February, 1822. 

«¥ have the honor to enclose to you a hurried 
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translation of the last dictamen of the commission 
of the cortes, on the affairs of Spanish America, 
and the determinations made by that body.” 
Dictamen of the commission to whom it was refer- 
red to report on the state of the provinces of 

Ultramar, presented February 12, 1822. 

The commission has meditated maturely and cir- 
cumspectly on the proposition of the minister of 
Ultramar, and, after having heard him, has consi- 
dered the diverse circumstances in which the pro- 
vinces of both Americas are at present, and may 
be found hereafter; the fruitlessness and inefficacy 
of the commissions that have been directed to the 
government established in them; and possessed 
with the noble desire that the same may not again, 
with the waste of public treasure and sacrifice of 
humanity, occur, is of opinion that the cortes ought 
not to lose time in considering the proposition of 
the ministry, since it will be a consequence of the 
results; and, in order to obtain them, the govern- 
ment and the commissioners it elects, ought to be 
authorized to hear and to transmit to the legisla- 
tive power, every class of propositions, be they 
what they may; at the same time it judges that the 
national decorum, and the protection which in jus- 
tice is due to the European and American Spa- 
niards, call for the establishment of a basis, useful 
and conducive to the welfare of the Spains. 

Before fixing this basis, and that it may be as 
productive to the common felicity as policy and 
the national honor require, the commission lays 
down the fixed principle, that this new, grand, and 
legitimate path for pacific communications being 
opened, all treaties be esteemed of no value nor 
efficacy that have been formed between Spanish 
chiefs and American gevernments, which ought to 
be understood as null, as they have been, from 
their origin, as respects the acknowledgment of 
independence; inasmuch as they were not autho- 
rized, nor could such authority be given them, un- 
less ‘by previous declaration of the cortes. 

The commissioners may hear all the propositions 
that may be made to them, in order to transmit 
them to the metropolis, excepting such as take 
away, or limit in any manner, the absolute right 
of the European and American Spaniards, residing 
in whatever part of.the ultramarine provinces, to 
remove and dispose of their persons, families, and 
properties, as they may think proper, without be. 
ing opposed by any obstacle or measure that might 
prove injurious to their fortunes. With this ex- 
planation, the commission reproduces its anterior 
dictamen, and the cortes will resolve what may be 
most proper. 

Signed by Espiga, Cuesta, Alvarez Escuden, To- 

reno, Moscoso, Oliver, Murphy, Navaretie, Paul. 

The particular vote of the Senor Oliver, propo- 
ses to add the following clause to the dictamen: 

‘«¢ That it ought to be understood as not affecting 
the responsibility which persons, whoever they 
may be, may have incurred in this affair, nor the 
rights of the Spanish nation, represented by the 
cortesand the king.” 

The particular vote of the Senors Moscoso, To- 
reno, and Espiga, proposes the following additions 
to the dictamen: 

«© 1st. That the cortes declare, that the treaty, 
called that of Cordova, celebrated between gen. 
O’Donoju and the chief of the dissidents in New 
Spain, don Augustin Iturbide, as well as any other 
act or stipulation relative to the recognition of 
Mexican independence by that general, are ille- 
gitimate and null in their effects as to the Spanish 
government and its subjects. 





ss 2d. That the Spanish government, by a decla.- 
ration to all others with which it has friendly rela- 
tions, nake known tothem, that the Spanish nation 
will regard at any epoch, asa violation of the trea. 
ties, the recognition, either partial or absolute, of 
the independence of the Spanish provinces of Ul- 
tramar, so long as the dissensions which exist be. 
tween some of them and the metropolis are not 
terminated; with whatever else may serve to con. 
vince foreign governments that Spain has not yet 
renounced any of the rights belonging to it in 
those countries, 

* 3d. That the government be recommended to 

take all possible measures, without any delay, to 
preserve and reinforce those points of the provin- 
ces of Ultramar, that remain united to the metro- 
polis, obedient to its authority, or that resist the 
separation from it by the dissidents; proposing to 
the cortes the resources it requires and are not at 
its disposal. 
_ 4th. That the cortes declare that the provinces 
of Ultramar, that have declared their independence 
of the metropolis, or do not acknowledge de facto 
the supremacy of the government of it, ought not 
to have deputies in the cortes during their continu- 
ance in this state.” 

The additional vote of Senors Murphy, Navar. 
rete and Paul, to the anterior dictamen, states, that 
it is their opinion, that, in case of the approbation 
by the cortes of the dictamen of the commission, 
they should not approve the additional votes pre- 
sented by some individuals of it, as being contrary 
to the ends proposed by the same commission, but 
should put in execution the measures included in 
the dictamen without delay, without prejudice to | 
what the ordinary cortes may opportunely resolve 
upon, whatever else they may esteem convenient. 

After a short discussion, whether the dictamen 
should be discussed by itself or with the additional 
votes, it was determined that the dictamen of the 
commission should be first discussed. During the 
discussion, propositions to the following effect were 
presented by the Senor Salanot, viz: 

‘‘ That the cortes, with a generosity peculiar to 
the constitutional system by which we are govern. 
ed, and for the general interest of the Spaniards of 
both worlds, declare the independence of all those 
provinces of both Americas that actually are so at 
this day, on condition that each one of those go- 
vernments pays an annual subsidy in recompence 
of the rights which are renounced; that a treaty of 
commerce be formed on the basis most convenient 
to the reciprocal interests of the American and § 
peninsular Spaniards; that all hostilities be com- 
pletely suspended until this treaty is completely 
approved; that all the Spaniards who may wish to 
retire to the peninsula, may do so freely, with all 
the funds belonging to them, without being obliged B 
to pay any duty whatever; that any Spaniard who 
wishes to live in America, shall have preserved to 
him the enjoyment of all his rights and property; 
that every Spaniard who may have been deprivec 
of his property and of his rights, in consequence 
of the anterior disturbances, shall be reinstated in 
them; that all the wealth and property belonging 
to European Spain shall remain at its disposal, and 
be removed to the peninsula at the expense o! 
America; that all the troops that are actually inf 
America, belonging to European Spain, shall -b¢ 
maintained in the same. points at the cost of the 
American government until the ratification of this 
treaty; that European Spain may dispose of the 
naval force it has in America; and that there be 
established a confederation, composed of the Ame: 
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rican governments under the protection of Euro- 
pean Spain, upon the basis that may be most con- 
venient, and guaranteed as may be accorded.” 

Senor Munoz Toreno demanded that the author 
of these propositions should withdraw them imme- 
diately, as he had no powers to authorize his mak- 
ing them, or if he had, to exhibit them. The cortes 
accorded, that these propositions should be with. 
drawn, as contrary to the powers given to them by 
the constitution. 

After considerable discussion, the cortes approv- 
ed of the dictamen as proposed by the Commission. 

On the following day the particular votes were 
discussed and decided as follows: 

That of Senor Oliver was not admitted to a vote. 

That of Senors Moscoso, Espiga, and Toreno— 
the three first articles approved, and the fourth 
withdrawn by its author. 


North West Coast. 


Message from the president of the United States to 
the house of representatives. 
To the house of representatives of the United States: 

In compliance with a resolution of the house of 
representatives of the 16th of February last, re- 
questing the president of the United States «to 
communicate to that house whether any foreign 
governinent has made claim to any part of the 
territory of the United States upon the coast of the 
Pacific Ocean, north of the 42d degree of latitude, 
and to what extent; whether any regulations have 
been made by foreign powers affecting the trade 
on that coast, and how far it affects the interests 
of this republic; and whether any communications 
have been made to this government by foreign 
powers, touching the contemplated occupation of 
Columbia river;” I now transmit a report from the 
secretary of state, containing the information em- 
braced by that resolution, JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, April 15, 1822. 

Department of state, Washington, 13th April, 1822. 

The secretary of state, to whom has been refer- 
red the resolution of the house of representatives 
of the 16th of February last, requesting the pre- 
sident of the United States *‘to communicate to 
that house whether any foreign government has 
made claim to any part of the territory of the 
United States upon the coast of the Pacific ocean, 
north of the 42d degree of latitude, and to what 
extent—whether any regulations have been made 
by foreign powers affecting the trade on that coast, 
and how far it affects the interests of this repub- 
lic—and whether any communications have been 
made to this government by foreign powers, touch- 
ing the contemplated occupation of the Columbia 
river;” has the honor of submitting to the president 
sundry papers containing the information embrac- 
ed by the resolution, 

At the time when the subject of the proposed 
occupation of the Columbia river was presented to 
the consideration of congress, at their last session, 
the minister of Great Britain, at two several inter- 
views with the secretary of state, suggested that 
Great Britain had claims on the North-West Coast 
of America, with which he conceived that such 
occupation on the part of the United States, would 
conflict; and requested to be informed what were 
the intentions of the government of the United 
States, in this respect. The secretary of state de- 
clined answering’ those inquiries, or discussing 
those claims, otherwise than in writing. But no 
written communication upon the subject has been 
received, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 








a 


List of papers transmitted with the foregoing report. 

Mr. Monroe to Mr. Baker, charge d’affaires irom 
Great Britain, 19th July, 1815. : 

Mr. Baker to Mr. Monroe, 23d July, 1815. 

Mr. Bagot to Mr. Adams, 26th November, 1817. 

Mr. Rush tothe same, (extracts), 14th of Februa- 
ry, 1818. : ) 

on Adams to Mr. Rush, (same), 20th of May 
1818. 
Mr. Rush to Mr. Adams, 25th of July, 1818. 
Mr. Prevost to same, 11th of November, 1818. 
Enclosures from Mr. Prevost. 

A. Act of surrender and acknowledgment. 

B. Sketch of the settlement of Fort George, with 
the cleared land. 

6. Mr. Keith to Mr. Prevost. 

6. Mr. Prevost to Mr. Keith. 

C. Chart of the entrance into Columbia river, 

D, Plan of the establishment made by the Rus- 
sians south of Cape Mendocino, about 7 leagues 
north of Bodega. 

E.. Note and authorities, 

The chevalier de Poletica to Mr. Adams, (trans- 
lation), 11th of Feb. 1822. 

Edict of his imperial majesty. 

Mr. Adams to the chevalier de Poletica, 25th of 
Feb. 1822, 1 

The chevalier de Poletica to Mr. Adams, (trans. 
lation), 28th of Feb. 1822, 

Mr. Adams to the chevalier de Poletica, 30th of 
March, 1822. 

The chevalier de Poletica to Mr. Adams, (trans. 
lation), 2d of April, 1822. 

{Not having room for all the documents accom- 
panying the report, we postpone all the corres. 
pondence with the British authorities, which ter- 
minated, in 1818, in the surrender of a post occu- 
pied by them on the Columbia river; and present 
to our readers the papers which are of more recent 
date, and of more immediate interest. ] 

TRANSLATION, 

The chevalier Poletica to the secretary of state. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and mi- 
nister plenipotentiary of his majesty the emperor of 
all the Russias, in consequence of orders which have 
lately reached him, hastens herewith to transmit to 
Mr. Adams, secretary of state in the department 


of foreign affairs, a printed copy of the regulation 


adopted by the Russian American Company, and 
sanctioned by his imperial majesty, relative to 
foreign commerce in the waters bordering the 
establishments of the said company on the North 
West Coast of America. 

The undersigned conceives it to be, moreover, 
his duty to inform Mr. Adams, that the imperial 
government, in adopting this regulation, supposes 
that a foreign ship, which shall have sailed from a 
European port, after the Ist of March, 1822, or 
from one of the ports of the United States after 
the Ist of July, of the same year, cannot lawfully 
pretend ignorance of these new measures. 

The undersigned eagerly embraces this occasion 
of offering to Mr. Adams the assurance of his high 
consideration. 

PIERRE DE POLETICA. 
Mr. Apams, secretary of state. 

Washington, 11th February, 1822, 

{Here follows a copy of the edict, of which no- 
tice has been heretofore taken. ] 


The secretary of state to Mr. Poletica. 
Department of state, Washington, 25th February, 1822, 
Sra: L have had the honor of receiving your note 


of the 11th inst. enclosing a printed copy of the 





regulations adopted by the Russian American Com. 
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panys and sanctioned by his imperial majesty, re- 
ating to the commerce of foreigners in the waters 
bordering on the establishments of that company, 
upon the North. West Coast of America. 

I am directed by the president of the United 
States to inform you, that he has seen with surprize 
in this edict, the assertion of a territorial claim on 
the part of Russia, extending to the 5lst degree 
of north latitude on this continent: and a regula- 
tion interdicting to all commercial vessels, other 
than Russian, upon the penalty of seizure and con- 
fiscation, the approach upon the high seas, within 
one hundred Italian miles of the shores to which 
that claim is made toapply. The relations of the 
United States with his imperial majesty, have al- 
ways been of the most friendly character; and it is 
the earnest desire of the government to preserve 
them in that state. It was expected, before any act 
which should define the boundary between the 
territories of the United States and Russia, on this 
continent, that the same would have been arrang- 
ed, by treaty, between the parties. To exclude 
the vessels of our citizens from the shore, beyond 
the ordinary distance to which the territorial juris- 
diction extends, has excited still greater snrprize. 

This ordinance affects so deeply the rights of the 
United States, and of their citizens, that I am in- 
structed to inquire whether you are authorized to 
give explanations of the grounds of right, upon 
principles generally recognized by the laws and 
usages of nations, which can warrant the claims 
and regulations contained in it. 

I avail myself of this occasion to assure you of 
my distinguished consideration. 

.JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
The chevalier de Potetica, 
Envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary from Russia. 
TRANSLATION. | 
The chevalier de Poletica to the secretary of state. 

Sir: 1 received, two days since, the letter which 
you did me the honor to address to me, on the same 
day, by order of the president of the United States, 
in answer to my note of the 11th current, by which 
I discharged the orders of my government in com- 
municating to you the new regulation adopted by 
the Russian American Company, and sanctioned by 
his majesty the emperor, my august sovereign, on 
the 4th (16th) of September, 1821, relative to fo- 
reign commerce in the waters which border upon 
the establishments of the said company on the 
North-West Coast of America. 

Readily yielding, sir, to the desire expressed by 
youin your letter, of knowing the rights and prin- 
ciples upon which are founded the determinate 
limits of the Russian possessions on the North- 
West Coast of America, from Behring’s Strait to 
the 51° of north latitude, I am happy to fulfil this 
task by only calling your attention to the following 
historical facts, the authenticity of which cannot 
be contested. The first discoveries of the Russians 
on the north-west continent of America, go back 
to the time of the emperor Peter I. They belong 
to the attempt made towards the end of the reign 
of this great monarch, to find a passage from the 
icy sea into the Pacific ocean. 

In 1728, the celebrated captain Behring made 
his first voyage. 

The reciial of his discoveries attracted the at- 
tention of the government, and the empress Anne 
eutrusted to captain Behring (1741) a new expedi- 
tion in these same latitudes, She sent with him 
the academicians, Gmelin, Delile de la Crayere, 
Muller, Steller, Fisher, Krasiinicof, Krecheninicof,, 





a eadae malek od 
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and others, and the first chart of these countries 
which is known, was the result of their labors, pub- 
lished in 1758. Besiaces the strait which bears the 
name of the chief of this expedition, he discover- 
ed a great part of the islands which are found be- 
tween the two continents. Cape or Mount St. 
Elias, which still bears this name upvun all the 
charts, was so called by captain Behring, who dis- 
covered it on the day of the feast of this saint, and 
his second, captain Tchiricoff, pushed his discove- 
riesas far as the 49th degree of north latitude. 

The first private expeditions, undertaken upon 
the North-West Coast of America, go back as far 
as the year 1743. 

In 1763, the Russian establishments had already 
extenaled as far as the island of Kodiack, or : Kich- 
tak.) In 1778, Cook found them at Ounalashka, 
and some Russian inscriptions at Kodiak. Vancou- 
ver saw the Russian establishment in the Bay of 
Kinai. In fine, captains Mirs, Portlock, La Pey- 
rouse, unanimously attest the existence of Russian 
establishments in these latitudes. 

If the imperial government had, at the time, pub- 
lished the discoveries made by the Russian navi- 
gators, afier Behring and T'chiricof, viz: Chlodiloff, 
Serebreanicoff, Krassilinicoff, Paycoff, Poushcarcf,, 
Lazereff, Medwedeff, Solowicff, Lewasheff, Krenitsin, 
and others, no one could refuse to Russia the right 
of first discovery, nor could even any one deny her 
that of first occupation. 

Moreover, when D. Jose Martinez was sent, in 
1789, by the court of Madrid to form an establish- 
ment in Vancouver’s Island, and toremove foreign- 
ers from thence, under the pretext that all that 
coast belonged to Spain, he gave not the feast dis. 
turbance to the Russian colonies and navigators. 
Yet the Spanish government was not ignorant of 
their existence; for this very Martinez had visited 
them the year before. The report which captain 
Malespina made of the results of this voyage, proves 
that the Spaniards very well knew of the Russian 
colenies; and in this very report it isseen that the 
court of Madrid acknowledged that its possessions 
upon the coast of the Pacific ccean ought not to 
extend to the north of Cape Blanc, taken from the 
point of Trinity, situated under 42° 50’ of north 
latitude. 

When, in 1789, the emperor Paul I. granted to 
the present American company its first charter, 
he gave it the exclusive possession of the North- 


{west Coast of America, which belonged to Russia, 


from the 55th degree of north latitude to Beh- 
ring’s Strait. He permitted them to extend their 
discoveries to the south, and there to form estab- 
lishments, provided they did not encroach upon 
the territory occupied by other powers. 

This act, when made public, excited no claim on 
the part.of other cabinets, not even on that of Ma- 
drid, which confirms that it did not extend its 
pretensions to the 60th degree. 

When the government of the United States treat- 
ed with Spain for the cession of a part of the 
Northwest Coast, it was able to acquire by the 
treaty of Washington, the right to all that belong- 
ed to the Spaniards north of the 42d degree of la- 
titude; but this treaty says nothing positive con- 
cerning the northern boundary of this cession, be- 
cause, in fact, Spain well knew that she could not 
say, that the coast as far as the 60th degree belong- 
ed to her. 

From this faithful exposition of known facts, it 
is easy, sir, as appears to me, to draw the conclu- 
sion, that the rights of Russiato the extent of the 





North-West Coast, specified in the regulation of 
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three bases required by the general law of nations, 
and immemorial usage among nations; that is, 
upon the title of first discovery; upon the title of 
first occupation; and, in the last place, pon that 
which results from a peaceable and uncontested 
possession of more than half a century; an epoch, 
consequently, several years anterior to that when 
the United States took their place among inde- 
pendent nations. 

it is, moreover, evident that, if the right to the 
possession of a certain extent of the North-West 
Coast of America, claimed by the United States, | 
only devolves upon them in virtue of the treaty of | 
Washington, of the 22d of February, 1819, and I 
believe it would be difficult to make good any 
other title, this treaty could not confer upon the 
American governinent any right of claim against 
the limits assigued to the: Russian possessions upon 
the same coast, because Spain herseif had never 
pretended to a similar right. 

The imperial government, in assigning for hi- 
Traits to the Russian possessions on the North- 
West Coast of America, on the one side of Beh. | 
ring’s Strait, and on the other, the 5lst degree 
of north latitude, has only made a moderate use 
of an incontestible right, since the Russian naviga- 
tors, who were the first to explore that part of the 
American continent in 1741, pushed their disco- 
verv as far as the 49th degree of north latitude. 
The 5lst degree, therefore, is no more than a 
mean point between the Russian establishment of| 
New Archangel, situated under the 57th degree, 
and the American colony at the mouth of the Co 
lumbia, which is found under the 46th degree of 
“the same latitude. 

All these considerations united, have concurred 
in inspiring the imperial government, with an en- 
tire conviction, that, in the last arrangements adopt- 
e:| in Russia, relative to her possessions on the 
North-West Coast, the legitimate right of no fo- 
reign power has been infringed. In this convic- 
tion, the einperor, my august sovereign, has judg- 
ed that his good right, and the obligation imposed 
by Providence upon him to protect, with all his 
power, the interests of his subjects, sufficiently 
justified the measures last taken by his imperial 
majesty in favor of the Russian American Compa- 
ny, without its being necessary to clothe them 
with the sanction of treaties. 

I shall be more succinct, sir, in the exposition 
of the motives which determined the imperial go- 
vernment to prohibit foreign vessels from ap- 
proaching the North-West Coasts of America be 
longing to Russia, within the distance of at least 

100 Italian miles. This measure, however severe 


These remonstrances, repeated at different times, 
remain consiantly without effect, and the inconve- 
niences, to which they ought to bring a remedy, 
continue to increase, 

‘he imperial government, respecting the inten- 
tions of the American government, has always av- 
stained from attributing the ill success of its re- 
monstrances to any motives than those which flow, 
if I may be allowed the expression, from the very 
nature of the institutions which govern the na- 
tional affairs of the American federation. But the 
high opinion which the emperor has always enter- 
tained of the rectitude of the American governe 
ment, cannot exempt him from the care which his 
sense of Justice towards his own subjects imposes 
upon him. Pacific means not having breught any 
alleviation to the just grievances of the Russian 
American company, against foreign navigation in 
the waters which environ their establishments on 
the North-West Coast of America, the imperial go- 
vernment saw itself under the necessity of having 
recourse to the means of coercion, and of measur- 
ing the rigor according’to the inveterate character 
of the evil to which it wished to put a stop. Yet 
it is easy to discover, on examining closely the last 
regulation of the Russian American Coinpany, that 
no spirit of hostility had any thing to do with -its 
formation. The most minute precautions have 
been taken in it to prevent abuses of authority on 
the part of commanders of Russian cruisers ap- 
pointed for the execution of said regulation, Af 
the same time, it has not been neglected to give all 
the timely publicity necessary to put those on their 
guard against whom the measure is aimed. 

Its action, therefore, can only reach the foreign 
vessels, which, in spite of the notification, will ex- 
pose themselves to seizure by infringing upon the 
line marked out inthe regulation. he govern- 
ment flatters itself that these cases will be very 
rare; if all remains as at present—not one. 

l ought, in the last place, to request you to con. 
sider, sir, that the Russian possessions,in the Paci- 
fic ocean, extend on the North West Coast of Ame- 
rica, from Behring’s Strait tothe 5ist degree of 
north latitude, and on the opposite side of Asia 
and the islands adjacent from the same strait to 
the 45th degree. The extent of sea, of which 
} these possessions form the limits, comprehends all 
the conditions which are ordinarily attached to 
shut seas ( Mers fermees) and the Russian govern. 
ment might consequently judge itself :uthorized 
to exercise upon this sea the rights of sovereignty, 
and especially that of entirely interdicting the en- 
trance of foreigners. But it preferred only assert- 
ing its essential right without taking any advantage 
of localities. 





it may at first view appear, is after all but a mea- 
sure of prevention. It is exclusively directed 
against the culpable enterprizes of foreign adven- 
turers, who, not content with exercising, upon the 
coasts above mentioned, an illicit trade, very pre- 
judicial to the rights reserved entirely to the Rus- 


The emperor, my august sovereign, sets a very 
\high value upon the maintenance of the relations 
of amity and good understanding, which have till 
now subsisted between the countries. The dispo- 
sitions of his imperial majesty in this regard have 
never failed appearing at all times, when an occa- 


sian American Company, take upon them besides, | sion has presented itself in the political relations 
to furnish arms and ammunition to the natives in| of the United States with the European powers; 
the Russian possessions in America, exciting them, | and, surely, in the midst of a general peace, Rus- 
likewise, in every manner to resistance and revolt} sia does not think of aiming a blow at the mari- 


against the authorities there established, 


time interests of the United States, she who has 


The American government doubtless recollects ; constantly respected them in those difficult cir- 
that the irregular conduct of these adventurers, aj cumstances in which Europe has been seen to be 


majority of whom was composed of American citi- 


laced in thethe latter times, and the influence of 


zens, has been the object of the most pressing re-| which the United States have been unable to avert. 


monstrances on the part of Russia, to the federal 
government, from the time that diplomatic mis-jsir, kc. 
sions were organized between the two countries, , 


1, have the honor to be, with high consideration, 
PLERE DE POLETICA. 





Washington, 28th Feb, 1822. 
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The secretary of state to Mr. de Poletica. 

| Department of state, Washington, 30th March, 1822. 

Str: I have had the honor of receiving your let- 
ter of the 28th ult. which has been submitted to 
the consideration of the president of the United 
States. 

From the deduction which it contains of the 
grounds upon which the articles of regulation of 
the Russian American Company have now, for the 
first time, extended the claim of Russia on the 
North-West Coast of America, to the 51st degree 
of north latitude, its only foundation appears to be 
the existence of the small settlement of Nov 
Archangelsk, situated, not on the American conti- 
nent, but upon a small island, in latitude 57. And 
the principle upon which you state that this claim 
is now advanced, is, that the 51st degree is equi- 
distant from the settlement of Nov Archangelsk 
and the establishment of the United States at the 
mouth of Columbiariver, But from the same state 
ment it appears, that, in the year 1799, the limits 
prescribed by the emperor Paul to the Russian 
American Company, were fixed at the 55th de- 
gree of latitude; and that, in assuming now the la- 
titude of 51, a new pretension is asserted, to which 


“no. settlement, made: since the year 1799, has 


given the color of a sanction. 

This pretension is to be considered, not only 
with reference to the question of territorial right, 
but also to that prohibition to the vessels of other 
nations, including those of the United States, to 
approach within one hundred Italian miles of the 
coasts. From the period of the existence of the 
United States as an independent nation, their ves- 
sels have freely navigated those seas, and the 
right to navigate them is a part of that indepen- 
dence. 

With regard to the suggestion, that the Russian 
government might have justified the exercise of 
sovereignty over the Pacific ocean, as a close sea, 
because it claims territory both on its American 
and Asiatic shores, it may suffice to say, that the 
distance from shore to shore on this sea, in latitude 
51 north, is not less than 90 degrees of longitude, 
or 4000 miles. 

As little can the United States accede to the 
justice of the reason assigned for the prohibition 
above mentioned. The right of the citizens of 
the United States to hold commerce with the abo- 
riginal natives of the North-West Coast of Ame- 
rica, F ge ios the territorial jurisdiction of other 
nations, even in arms and munitions of war, is as 
clear and indisputable as that of navigating the 
seas. That right has never been exercised in a 
spirit unfriendly to Russia; and, although general 
complaints have occasionally been made on the 
subject of this commerce by some of your prede- 
cessors, no specific ground of charge has ever 
been alleged by them of any transaction in it 
which the United States were, by the ordinary 
laws and usages of nations, bound either to re- 
strain er to punish. Had any such charge been 
made, it would have received the most pointed 
attention of this government, with the sincerest 
and firmest disposition to perform every act and 
obligation of justice to yours which could have 
been required. Iam commanded by the president 
of the United States to assure you, that this dis- 
position will continue to be entertained, together 
with the earnest desire that the most harmonious 
relations between the two countries may be pre- 
served, 

Relying upon the assurance in your note of si- 
milar dispositions reciprocally entertained by his 








imperial majesty towards the United States, the 
president is persuaded that the citizens of this 
union will remain unmolested in the prosecution 
of their lawful commerce, and that no effect will 
be given to an interdiction manifestly incompati- 
ble with their rights. : 

I am happy to renew the assurances of my dis- 
tinguished, &c. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
The chevalier de Poletica, 

envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary from Russia. 


[ TRANSLATION. ] 

The chevalier de Poletica to the secretary of state. 
Washington, 21st March,(8d April), 1822. 

Sin: I had the honor yesterday to receive the 


letter which you were pleased to address to me, 
dated 30th March last, N.S.; and, not being au- 
thorized to continue the discussion to which it re- 
ters, 1 find myself under the necessity of taking the 
contents of that letter ad referendum, reserving 
myself to communicate it to my government as 
soon as possible. 

In the mean time I shall take the liberty of sub- 
mitting to your consideration some observations 
which have been suggested to me by certain passa- 
ges in your letter, which require particular nutice. 

In the first official letter which I had the honor 
of addressing to you, dated 16th (28th) February 
last, I thought I had succeeded in clearly demon- 
strating that the rights of Russia to the possession 
of a certain extent of the North-West Coast of 
America, as far as these rights can be rendered 
legitimate by the first discovery, the first occupa- 
tion, and a possession not contested for more than 
half a century—that these rights, I say, go back 
to times considerably earlier than the reign of the 
emperor Paul. 

When this sovereign granted, in 1799, to the 
Russian American Society its first charter of incor- 
poration, there had never been a question about 
abandoning to that company the right of sove- 
reignty over one determinate portion of the North- 
West Coast of America in all its plenitude. The 
question was purely and simply of conceding to 
the said company a part of the sovereignty, or 
rather certain cxclusive privileges of commerce; 
and it is in this view that the act of 1799, to which 
you refer, sir, fixed the limits of the operations of 
the Russian American Company. 

The rights of sovereignty belonging to Russia 
could lose nothing of their local extent in conse- 
quence of the concessions made to that company 
in the reign of the emperor Paul. That these 
rights extended, in the opinion of the imperial 
government, farther south than the 55th degree 
of latitude, appears evident from the structure of 
the 3d article of the act of incorporation, which 
authorizes the company to form establishments 
south of the 55th degree of north latitude. 

But, what will dispel even the shadow of doubt 
in this regard, is the authentic fact, that in 1789, 
the Spanish packet St. Charles, commanded by 
captain Haro, found in the latitude of 48 and 49, 
Russian establishments to the number of eight, 
consisting in the whole of 20 families and 462 in- 
dividuals. These were the descendants of the 
companions of captain Tchiricoff, who were sup- 
posed till then to have perished. 

With such titles justifying the rights claimed 
by Russia, you yourself, sir, will agree, that it is 
perfectiy immaterial whether the Russian estab- 
lishment at Novo Archangelsk be small or large. 
if the rights of territorial possession were mea- 
sured according to the dimensions of the points 
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occupied, what would become of those of the U. 
States upon a very considerable extent of the 
same North-West Coast? forthe only American 
establishment ever yet known is certainly very in- 
ferior in stability to that of Russia at Novo Arch- 
angelsk. : 

In the same manner the great extent of the Pa- 
cific ocean, at the 51st degree of latitude, cannot 
invalidate the right which Russia may have of con- 
sidering that part of the ocean as close. But, as 
the imperial government has not, thought fit to 
take advantage of that right, all further discussion 
on this subject would be idle. 

As to the right claimed for the citizens of the 
United States of trading with the natives of the 
country of the North. West Coast of America, with- 
out the limits of the jurisdiction belonging to Rus- 
sia, the imperial government will not certainly 
think of limiting it, and Still less of attacking it 
there. But I cannot dissemble, sir, that this same 
trade, beyond the 5Ist degree, will meet with diffi- 
culties and inconveniences for which the American 
owners will only have to accuse thcir own impru- 
dence, after the publicity which has been given to 
the measures taken by the imperial government 
for maintaining the rights of the Russian Ameri- 
can company in their absolute integrity. 

I shall not finish this letter without repeating 
to you, sir, the very positive assurance which 1 
have already had the honor once of expressing to 
you, that, in every case where the American go- 
vernment shall judge it necessary to make expla- 
nations to that of the emperor, the president of 
the United States may rest assured that these ex- 
planations will be always attended to by the empe- 
ror, my august sovereign, with the most friendly, 
and consequently the most conciliatory disposition. 

Be pleased to accept, sir, the assurance of my 
high consideration. PIERRE DE POLETICA. 





Report upon Fortifications. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—APRIL 13. 

The committee on military affairs, to which was 
referred the message of the president, of the 26th 
of March, on the subject of fortifications; and par- 
ticularly of those on Mobile point and Dauphine Is- 
land, report: 

That, on the important subject of defending the 
sea coast, they concur most fully in the opinion ex- 
pressed in the message. They are equally agreed 
in the preference of permanent works over those of 
a temporary and perishable nature, in all cases where 
they. are adequate to the object. At the same time,a 
view of the numerous and extensive bays and rivers 
witk which our country is indented, naturally sug- 
gests the idea thata floating force is required toco- 
operate with, and to derive protection from, the 
permanent fortifications. 

The committee are further agreed, that it is the 
peculiar province and duty of the executive de. 
partment of government to select and determine 
on the proper sites, and on the nature and extent 
of the fortifications to be constructed. This power 
and this duty appertain necessarily to the presi- 
dent, who is commander of the national force, and 
is responsible for the national defence. i 

On the other hand, the means of carrying into ef- 
fect the plans and designs of the executive are, con- 
stitutionally and necessarily dependent on appro- 
priations of money made by congress. In the ex- 
ercise of this power, which is exclusive on their 
part, it is the duty of congress to inquire and ex- 

amine into the nature, extent, necessity, or utility, 


of every object for which appropriations are re- 
quired, and to judge of the expediency of grant- 
ing or withholding them. .t pox: 

It is stated in the message that an appropriation, 
on account of the fortification’ on Dauphin {sland, 
was suspended by the last congress in consequence 
of a doubt which was entertained of the propriety 
of that position; that a new survey has been made, 
the result of which is reported, and the work, as 
originally contemplated, is recommended to be car- 
ried on, ‘ 

The considerations which induced the last con- 
gress to decline making an appropriation for Dau- 
phine Island cannot be expected to be developed 
by this committee. It is well known, however, 
that the positions on Dauphine Island and Mobile 
Point, with their respective bearings and relations, 
and the extent and depth of the water courses, 
were considered and made the subjects of public 
debate; and it is to be presumed that the decision 
was made on due consideration of all the circum- 
stances relating thereto, and with a just regard to 
public interests. Whether, and how far, they were 
influenced by a knowledge that the works on those 
sites had not progressed in proportion to the ap- 
propriations which had been already made; and 
that, of $377,800, advanced under the contracts 
for their construction, a considerable part had aot 
been expended on the works, and remained unac- 
counted for, or that this item would have increased 
the loan of $5,000,000, to which the government 
was compelled in that year to resort; and that of 
$8,000,000 borrowed in 1920 and 1821, one eighth 
part had been appropriated to fortifications in 
those years; how far any of these considerations 
may have had an effect on the last congress is not 
for this committee to determine. 

The material facts on which the committee rest- 
ed the opinion, contained in their report of the 28th 
of February, are sustained by the new survey, with 
two exceptions, one giving only tw~lve feet water, 
instead of eighteen, heretofore given by the first 
survey to the entrance of the anchorage ground 
under Pelican Island; the other giving eight and a 
half instead of ten feet to the western channel.— 
From this survey, it follows, and is, indeed conced- 
ed, that one of the main objects of the fort on Dau- 
phine Island, viz: that of covering the passage to 
the anchorage ground under Pelican Isiand, where 
our own or enemies’ vessels might take shelter, and 
from whence they might annoy or protect the coast, 
is wholly lost, as the water is too shallow to float 
the smallest national yessel of an enemy. If the 
statement in the new survey be correct, that the 
depth of water in the western channel be ten feet 
at high water, and eight. feet and a half at low wa. 
ter, and admitting that the pass of seven feet, laid 
down in Curtis Lewis’s chart, has not been omitted 
in the late survey, the inference, drawn by the 
committee in their former report, is not materially 
affected, as, in either case, there is not sufficient 
depth of water for enemies vessels of war to pass, 

Other objects are now assigned for erecting a 
fortification on Dauphine Island, to contain one 
hundred and eight guns, requiring, in the estima- 
tion of the committee, the expenditure of one mil- 
lion of dollars. 

First. That it would be important in the defence 
of New Orleans, as it would prevent the landing at 
Mobile bay, and render it dangerous for an invading 
force to land at any place between the Rigolets and 
the bay of Mobile, for the purpose of marching to 
the Mississippi above the city.j 








The importance of providing an efficient defence 
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for New Orleans, is fully impressed on the minds 
of the committee. In their judgment, it is entitled 
to primary consideration, and no reasonable means 
or expense, necessary to secure it from attack, 
In addition to the 
works already projected, the committee would see 
with pleasure a proposal, and recommend an ap- 
propriation, for the smal] work on the Bayou Bien 
venue, for repairing and strengthening fort St. Phi- 
lip, atthe Plaquemine turn, with a work opposite 
to that fort on the western side of the Mississippi, 
provided a proper site can be had; and for provid. 
ing at Baton Rouge, materials for a floating force. 


It appears to be the opinion of the board of en- 
gincers, that there is no danger of the landing of 
an enemy any where between Danphine island and 
the Rigoléts, for the purpose of marching to the, 
Mississippi, above New Orleans. In their first re- 
port, they observe, “We think that it is useless to 
say that an enemy cannot undertake any thing rea- 
sonable against that part of the frontier which is be- 
tween the lake Ponchartrain and Mobile bay: the 
nature of the country uncultivated, and the facility 
to come from the west and the east to separate the ves- 
sele from the enemy’s forces that would have thrown 
themselves into the country, and finally the non exis- | 
tence of any profitable object, are motives enough | 
to consider that part of the frontier sufficiently de- 





fended by itself.” 

With respect to any land operation onthe part! 
of an enemy from the bay of Mobile, the opinion | 
expressed by the board of engineers, in the follow- 
ing extract from the same report, appears to be 
conclusive, 


“An enemy that would attempt to goup Mobile, 





in order to get to Tombigbee and Alabama, would 


of conducting, offensively, a divergent operation, 
through the two vaileys that unite themselves, it 
may be concluded that, on that part of the frontier 
of the union, all kind of offensive operations must be 
limited to occupy Mobile, and Mobile town,” &&c. Ec. 


Admitting that, according to the message, it were 
practicable for an enemy, when we have possession 
of Mobile Point, to overcome the obstacles of shoal- 
ness of water, and that presented by an efficient 
floating force on our part, to destroy the small craft 
in which he must land, and that he should effect a 
landing with ten or fifteen thousand men, on Dau- 


phine Island; that, leaving his vessels, provisions, 





and munitions, with all hope of retreat, in case of 
disaster, he should have the temerity to pass over 


_ to land, and hazard a march of two hundred miles, 


to Baton Rouge, that being the distance, as laid 
down in Ellicott’s survey—between the rivers Mo 
bile and Mississippi—that the brave militia whocon- 
quered at New Orleans, the last war, should be 
wholly unadvised of his movement, and suifer him 
to pass unmolested; admitting, also, that no prepa- 
rations for his reception should be made at Baton 
Rouge, how is his descent to New Orleans to be ef 
fected? Having left his ships and boats two hun- 
dred miles in his rear, he must march down the le- 
vee, on the left bunk of the Mississippi, a distance 
of one hundred and fifty miles, part of the way with 
a morass on his left, liable to be arrested in his 
march by temporary batteries in front, at every turn 
of the river, to be flanked by gun-boatsin the river, 
and, in the last resort, to have the levee cut from 
under him, and the country inundated, the militia 
hanging on his rear, 











SEE 

Under these circumstances, would an enemy of 
any foresight or calculation make the attempt? 

‘The preference of permanent fortifications over 
a floating force, in all cases where they will fulfil 
the object, being admitted, the only qu: stion js, 
whether this is such a case, or whether, in other 
words, the contemplated works, en Mobile Point 
and Dauphine Island will defend the bay of Mobiie? 
That they will not, is admitted by the engineers, 
who state, in their report, that a floating force is 
required in aid of the permanent works. It is fur-— 
ther evident, because it is well knewn and conced- 
ed that vessels of war which can pass the bar, may, 
especially by night, pass the forts, run out of reach 
of their fire, and leave them harmless in their rear. 
Thus anchored and master of the bay, the defence 
of which was the principal object of the fortifica- 
tions, what security remains for the shipping, the 
towns and the immense property above, against 
which he may commit his depredations at his own 
time, and according to the nature and amount of 
his force? A movable and floating force, as con- 
templated in the former report of this committee, 
appears to be the only satisfactory answer, 

In the last report of the engineers, a calculation 
is made of the relative expenses of permanent and 
floating forces. It would not be difficult to show 
that the interest of two millions of doHars, the cost 
of the contemplated works on Dauphine Island and 
Mobile Point, amounting in ten years to one mil- 


lon two hundred thousand dollars, would be amply 
sufficient for a floating force for twenty years; nor 


would it be more difficult to prove from experi 
ennce, that permanent works also require constant 
expenditures for alterations, repairs, garrisons, &c. 
and that positions have been heretofore taken on 


. ; | which permanent fortifications have been con- 
expose himself to be separated from the sea, by the | 


arriving troops of the westward, from the interior of | 
the country; and if to all this be added the difficulties | 


structed at great expense, which are about to be 
abandoned, either on account of the positions, ur 
because the nature or structure of the works are 
not approved, while a floating force is put in ope- 
ration in time of war only, its expenses are limited 
by the war, and may, at the expiration of the war, 
be either preserved at a very s.nall expense or to- 
tally abandoned, which may, perhaps, be most eli- 
gible, preserving only their armament. It is also 
worthy of observation that, in their former reports, 
stating the necesssity of a floating force to co-ope- 
rate with permanent works to prevent an enemy 
from entering the bay of Mobile, the engineers 
do not appear to have made these calculations, nor 
indeed any objections to such aforce. As this sub- 
ject has been presented to the committee in a 
financial point of view, and as they have not yet 
obtained all the information necessary to enable 
them to give a detailed opinion in this report, they 
leave that part of the subject for future considera- 
tion. 

It is further stated, in the message, that an ene- 
my may take possession of Dauphine Island, and 
that he did so at the close of the last war. Having 
at the close of the war taken the small fort on Mo- 
bile’ Point, and possessed himself of the channel 
road, the enemy might make his incursions to Dau- 
phine Island unmolested. It will will also be re- 
collected that he took possession of Tangier and 
Kent Islands in the bay of Chesapeake, but it is 
not inferred that itis therefore necessary to fortify 
these islands. If these should be fortifted, others 


remain equally accessible to him in various parts 
of the coast. | 

From every view of the subject which the com- 
mittee have been able to take, ona careful ex- 
amination of all the facts, agd with the most re- 
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spectful attention to the opinions expressed in the 
message, they do not find any justifiable cause for 
changing the opinion contained in their former 
report of the 28th of February, that it is inexpe- 
dient to construct the projected fortification on 
Dauphine Island. 

In the opinion expressed in the message, on 
the expediency of progressing in the completion 
of the fortifications on the sea board, the committee 
entirely agree, and that the necessary appropria- 
tions therefor should be made. They are also 
well satisfied that, “in case any emergency should 
require it,” the people would willingly submit to 
any burthens necessary to accelerate their com- 
pletion. Whether, at this time, and under exist- 
ing circumstances, they would be willing to in- 
crease the national debt, by recurring to loans, as 
in the two years last past, or that additional taxes 
should be imposed on them for this purpose; or 
whether the progress in these works ought to keep 
pace with, and to be limited by, the ordinary re- 
venue of the country, are questions requiring, in 
the judgment of the committee, the most serious 
consideration of congress. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 








Seventeenth Congress—first session. 
IN THE SENATE, 
April 25. Mr. Eaton submitted the following re- 
solution: 


> 


ry, On such terms as the secretary of the treasury, 
with the approbation of the president, may deem 
most advantageous—which bill was twice read by 
general consent. 

And the senate having passed through all the or- 
ders of the day, adjourned to Monday. 


April 29. After disposing of some minor busi- 
ness— 

The senate took up the bill from the house of 
representatives, providing for the payment of da- 
mages sustained by the loss of horses, &c. in the 
Seminole war, by the Tennessee volunteers, 

The committee of claims of the senate, to whom 
this bill had been referred, recommended its in- 
definite postponement; on which question a debate 
of considerable duration took place. Messrs. Eaton 
and Williams, of Tennessee, advocated the bill, and 
Messrs. Ruggles, Chandler, and Barton, opposed it. 

The question being taken on postponing the bill 
indefinitively, it was negatived—ayes 13, nays 24. 
The bill was then iaid on the table, 

The senate, according to the order of the day, 
took up, in committee of the whole, Mr. Lowrie be- 
ing called to the chair, the bill from the house of 
representatives, making an appropriation of 100,000 
dollars to defray the expenses of missions to the 
independent nations on the American continent. 

The amendment reported by the committee of 
foreign relations to the bill, (to increase the appro- 
priation to $110,000, and subjecting the bill speci« 





Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to communicate to the senate the report of the attorney general. 
relative to any persons, (citizens of the United States), who have 
been charged with, or suspected of, introducing any slaves into 
the United States contrary tu existing laws. [Agreed to next day.] 

April 26. Mr. Nod/e laid the following resolution 
on the table for consideration: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to prepare and 
report to the senate, at the next session of congress, the number 


of persons placed upon the pension list up to the 4th of September | 


next, by virtue of the act, entitled “An act to provide for certain 
persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United States 
in the revolutionary war,” approved March 18th, 1818, and the 
“act in addition to the act aforesaid,” approved May the Ist, 1820. 
‘That the secretary of war in giving the number aforesaid, distin- 
guish between those who enlisted to serve during the war, and 
those for any shorter period, stating the number of each, ana the 
time served, and the number of the officers who receive twenty 
dollars per month. 


The senate next took up the bill from the house 
of representatives to revive and continue in force 
for two years, the act of April 16, 1816, and March 
3, 1819, concerning the allowance of pensions upon 
a relinquishment of bounty land. [After debate, 
this bill was rejected. } 

The senate receded from its amendment to the 
appropriation bill which proposed ‘to allow 9000 
doilars for the repair of the Cumberland road. 

Some time was spent on the bill respecting the 
Indian trade, and the further consideration of the 
subject postponed until Monday—as was also the 


| tically to the limitations of the general law concern- 
ling the compensation of public ministers) were ne- 
|gatived— Mr. Aing, of N. Y. having expressed the 
opinion that they were unnecessary. 

Mr. Smith of S. C. proposed to amend the bill by 
adding thereto the following proviso: 

“Provided, nevertheless, that no money shall be 
drawn from the treasury, for that purpose, until 
the president shall be fully satisfied that such mis- 
sions will not interrupt the friendly relations of the 
United States.” 

And the question being taken on the adoption of 
this amendment, it was decided in the negative, as 
iollows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Chandler, Eaton, Holmes, of Miss. Lloyd, Ma- 
con, Ruggles, Smith, Taylor Williams, of Miss .—9, 
NAYS.—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, . Brown, of Lou. 
Brown, of Ohio, Dickerson, Findlay, Gaillard, Holmes, of Me. 
Johnson, of Ken. Johnson, of Lou. King, of Ala. King. of N. Y. 
Knight, Lanman, Lowrie, Morril, Palmer, Parrott, Pleasants. Rod- 
ney, Seymour, Stokes, Talbot, Van Buren, Walker, Ware, Wil 
liams, of Tenn.— 28, 

After some remarks, incidental or explanatory, 
and of no direct bearing on-the merits of the mea- 


sure— 

The question was taken on ordering the bill to be 
read a third time, and was decided in the affirma'ive, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton. Brown, of Lou. Brown, 





bill from the house to repeal the act concerning of Ohio, Chandler, Dickerson, Eaton, Findlay Gaillard, Holmes, 


navigation. 


of Me. Holmes, of Miss. Johnson, of Ken. Johnson, of Lou. King, 
of Alab. King, of N. Y. Knight, Lanman, Lowrie, Morril, Palmer, 


The following message was received from the | Parrott, Pleasants. Rodney, Ruggles, Seymour, Stokes, Talbot, 
president of the United States, by the hands of his Taylor, Thomas, Van Buren, Walker, Ware, Williams, of Miss, 


private secretary: 
I transmit to the senate, agreeably to their resolu- 


Williams, of Tenn.—35. 
NAYS— Messrs. Lloyd, Macon, Smith—3. ; : 
‘rhe senate then went into the consideration of 


tion of yesterday, ja report from the secretary of | executive business, which occupied it until near 4 
state, with copies of the papers requested by that | o’clock; when the senate adjourned. 


resolution, in relation to the recognition of the 


South American provinces. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Washington, 26th April, 1822. 
The message and documents were read and or 
dered to be printed. 


Ajnil 30. Mr. Holmes of Maine, agreeably to no- 
tice, having obtained leave, introduced a bill to re- 
lieve the people of Florida from the operation of 
certain ordinances. [This bill proposes to repeal 
-|the ordinance of governor Jackson, of July 18, 
1821, concerning naturalization, and the ordinance 


_Mr Holmes reported a bill to direct the sale or |of the city council of St. Augustine, of Oct. 19, 
disposition of the bills or notes of certain broken | 1821; imposes fines and imprisonment on any per- 


banks, remaining as sp¢cial deposites in the treasu 





-ison who shall hereafter attempt to enforce said 
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ordinances; and provides for refunding to the peo- 
ple of Florida all moneys which they have paid un- 
der said ordinances.) The bill was twice read and 
referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Several bills were twice read and referred, and 
some, not very important, passed. 

The senate resumed, in committee of the whole, 
Mr. Talbet in the chair, the consideration of the 
bill providing for paying for horses, &c. lost in the 
Seminole war. 

Afier considerable discussion, the bill was order- 
ed to a third reading. 

Mr. King, ef New York, from the committee on 
foreign relations, reported the following bill, which 
was read: 

Be it enacted, &’c. That on satisfactory evidence being given:to 
the president of the United States, that the sin the islands, or 
colonies, in the West Indies, under the dominion of Great Britain, 
have been ‘= to the of the United States, the president 
shall be, hereby is, authorized to issue his lamation, de- 
claring that the ports of the United States shall thereafter be open 
to the vessels of Great Britain, emp in the trade and inter- 
course between the United States and such islands, or colonics, 
subject to such reciprocal rujes and restrictions as the president of 
the United States may, by such proclamation, make and publish, 
any thing in the laws, entitled “an act concerning navigation,’ or 
an act, entitled “an act Sepplomentary. tp am act concerning navi- 
gation,” to the contrary notwithsta g. 

» And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue in force 
to the end of the next session of congress, and no longer. 

‘rhe senate spent some time to-day on executive 


business; and having agreed, on the motion of Mr. 
Walker, to meet henceforth at 10 o’clock in the 
morning, adjourned. 


May 1. The bill for regulating trade and inter- 
course with the Indian tribes was ordered to be en- 

ossed for a third reading, 

The bill from the house of representatives to re- 
peal the act concerning vaccination was then re- 
sumed, 

Mr, Lloyd laid before the senate an explanatory 
letter from the late vaccine agent, (Dr. Smith), and 
moved that the bill with the letter be recommitted; 
but, after some debate, this motion was lost. 

After an ineffectual motion to postpone the bill 
indefinitely, it was ordered to a third reading, by 
the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Brown, of Lou. Brown, 
of Ohio, Chandler, Dickerson, Findlay, Gailiard, Holmes, of Me. 
Holmes, of Miss. King, of Alab. King, of N. Y. Lanman, Llieyd, 
B.owrie, Macon, Pleasants, Rodney, Smith, Stokes, Taibot, Tayler, 
Thomas, Van Dyke, Walker, Ware, Williams, of Miss. Williams, 


of Ten.—29. : : 
NA YS—Messrs. Eaten, Edwards, Knight, Morril, Parrott, Rag- 


18,6. 
“The bill from the other house providing payment 


for horses, &c. lost in the Seminole war, was read 
a third time, passed, and returned to the house of 
representatives. 


Mr. Edwards, Mr. Southard, and Mr. Van Dyke, 
who were not in their seats when the vote was tak- 
en on the appropriation for ministers to South Ame- 
rica, obtained leave to record their names in favor 
of the recognition of the South American states. 

The bill in addition to the acts concerning navi- 
gation (having been previously read a second time) 
was taken up in committee of the whole. 

Mr. King, of N. Y. moved the addition of the fol- 


lowing section: 

See, 2. And be it further enacted, That, in the event of the sig- 
nature of any treaty or convention, concerning the navigation or 
eommerce between the United States and France, the president of 
the United States be, and he is hereby authorized, should he deem 
the same expedient, by proclamation, to suspend, until the end of 
the next session of congress, the operation of the act, entitled “An 
act to impose a ew tonnage duty on French ships and vessels, and 
for other purposes;” and also to suspend, as aforesaid, all other 
duties on Sanh vessels, or the goods imported in the same, which 
may exceed the duties on American vessels, and on similar goods 


imported in the same. 


‘rhe amendment was adopted without objection, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


| The following message was received from the 
president of the United States, which was read and 
referred to the committee on military affairs: 

To the senate of the United States: 

In compliance with a resolution of the senate, re- 
questing the president of the United States to 
cause to be laid before the senate certain informa- 
tion respecting the practical operation of the sys- 
tem of subsisting the army under the provisions of 
the act passed the 14th of April, 1818, &c. I here- 
with transmit a report from the secretary of war, 
furnishing the information required. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, April 30, 1822. 

After spending a short time on executive busi- 
ness, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, April 25. Mr. Buchanan, from the se- 
lect committee, to whom that subject was referred, 
made report respecting certain fines imposed on 
the militia of the state of Pennsylvania, concluding 
with the following resolution, which was ordered 


to he on the table: 


Resolved, That the uncollected militia fines, due from delin- 
quents in the state of Pennsylvania, which have been assessed 
by courts martial, and all fines collected by the late or present 
marshals of Pennsylvania, or their deputies, which have not been 
paid into the treasury of the United States, or applied to the 
payment of the expenses of courts martial, be t erred to the 
state of Pennsylvania with full power to collect the same 


The following message was received from the 
president of the United States: 

10 the house of representatives: 

In compliance with the resolution of the house 
of representatives ef the 29th of January last, re- 
questing the president of the United States to cause 
to be communicated to that house certain informa- 
tion relative to the claim made by Jonathan Carver 
to certain lands within the United States, near the 
Falls of St. Anthony, I now transmit a report from 
the secretary of the treasury, which, with the ac- 
companying documents, contains all the informa- 
tion on this subject, in the possession of the execu- 
tive. JAMES MONROE, 

Washington, April 23, 1822. 

The message and documents were referred to 
the committee on public lands. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Friday, Aprii 26. Mr. Hemphill, from the commit- 
tee on roads and canals, made a report on that sub- 
jectin favor of the work of improvement generally, 
but against going further at present than to pass 
the bill, already reported, authorizing surveys, &c, 
The report, which shall be hereafter published at 
large, was, on motion of Mr. H. ordered to lie on 
table. 

Mr. Stevenson, of Virginia, rose, and remarked 
that the resolution which he was about to offer to 
the house, was one of an important and interesting 
character. It involved, in his opinion, considera- 
tions of deep interest to the nation, and was inti- 
mately connected with the union and prosperity of 
the states. He knew very well that the controver- 
sies which had lately arisen between the federal 
and state governments, as to their rights and pow- 
ers, were of extreme delicacy and importance, and 
ought to be approached with much caution and de- 
liberation. It was, however, due to himself to say, 
that, in moving in this business at this time, he was 
influenced by no narrow or }ocal consideration, or 
party feeling. He had no desire to abridge the 
powers of the general government or extend those~ 
of the states. The resolution was offered in a spirit 
of peace and forbearance, and from a sense of duty 


—~- 





to himself and the state which he represented, frgm 
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the performance of which he did not feel himself 
at liberty toshrink. It was, moreover, due to those 
states, in which the subject has been lately so much 
agitated, as well as to the nation, to have it fairly 
discussed and deliberately decided; and, if this sec- 
tion of the judicial act was not justified by the con- 
stitution, it was the duty of ee ee to repeal it. 
He would therefore offer the resolution, with a view 


that it might be laid upon the table until the next }- 


session of congress, and called up at an early day 
for discussion. He expressed a hope that it would 
be the pleasure of the house to permit it to take 
this course, and would submit a motion to that ef- 


fect. The resolve is as follows: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed to 
prepare and report a bill repealing the 25th section of the act, en- 
titled “an act to establish the judicial courts of the United States.” 


The resolution was received and ordered to lie 
on the table, according to the wish of the mover. 

The house refused to consider a resolution pro- 
viding for an earlier meeting of the next session of 
congress. 

Mr. Rich moved that the house take up for con- 


sideration the following bill: 

Be it enacted, Gc. That, in the settlement of accounts of per- 
sons remaining charged on the books of the third auditor of the 
treasury, with,public moneys, advanced prior to the first day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred aud fifteen, the preper account- 
ing officers be, and they are hereby authorized to admit to the 
credit of such persons, respectively, the amount of any expendi- 
tures made by them, which were at the time authorized by law 
or regulations, notwithstanding regular vouchers for the same 
may not be produced, if the impracticability of producing such 
vouchers shall be proved to the satisfaction of the said account- 
ing officers, and if the evidence exhibited in lieu thereof shall be 
the best the nature of the several cases will admit of, and such as 
would be received in courts of justice: Provided, nevertheless, That 
the credits to be allowed shall in no case exceed in amount the 
sums with which such persons, respectively, shall be charged on 
the books of the said third auditor. — 

The house agreed to consider the same; when 


Mr. Cocke moved an additional proviso to the bill, 


in the following words: 

* And provided, also, that the said accounting officers shall not 
receive the evidence of the party, or any oue interested.” 

After considerable debate, the proviso was re- 
jected, as unnecessary by the existing regulations, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 

eading. 

The bill to reduce the compensation of the se- 
nators and representatives in congress, was lsid on 
the table, for the purpose of taking up the bill for 
erecting toll-gates on the Cumberland road. 

In committee of the whole and in the house, this 
bill occupied much time, and was ardently debated. 
Many propositions to amend were offered: among 
them one that appropriates a balance of 9000 dol. 
lars of the appropriations made for making the 
road, to the present repairs thereof; which was 
agreed to—yeas 85, nays 71. 

The question was then taken upon ordering the 
bill, as amended, to be engrossed and read a third 
time, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barber,of Con. Barber, of Ghio, Bateman, Bay- 
lies, Blackledge, Breckenridge, Buchanan, Burrows, Campbell, of 
N. Y. Campbell, ef Ohio, Cassedy, Chambers, Cocke, Cook, Cush- 
man, Cuthbert, Dane, Darlington, Durfee, Dwight, Eddy, Edwards, 
of Conn. Edwards, of Penn. Findlay, Fuller, Hardin, Hemphill, 
Hendricks, Hill, Hobart, Holcombe, Jackson, F. Johnson, J. T. 
Johnson, Jones, of Ten. Kent, Kirkland, Leftwich, Little, McCar- 
ty, MeLane, Mailary, Matson, Mercer, Metcalfe, Milnor. Montgo- 
mery, Moore, of Penn. Moore, of Va. Murray, Neale, Nelson, of 
Md. Newton, Patterson, of Penn. Pierson, Plumer. of N. H. Plu- 
mer, of Penn. Poinsett, Rankin, Reid, of Md. Reid, of Geo. 
Rochester, Ross, Russ, Sanders, Sawyer, Scott, Sergeant, Sloane, 
S. Smith, W. Smith, J. S. Smith, Stewart, Stoddard, Tod, Tom- 
linson, Trimble, U 
worth. Warfield, Whipple, Williams, of Va. Woodson, Wright—89. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Alexander, Archer, Baldwin, Ball, Bassett, 
Blair, Borland, Brown, Burton, Butler, Cambreleng, Cannon, 
Colden, Condict, Conkling, Conner, Crafts, Dennison, Edwards, of 
N. G. Eustis, Farrelly, Floyd, Garnett, Gebhard. Gist, Gorham, 
Gross, Harvey, Hawks, Hooks, Hubbard, Keyes, Lathrop, Lincoln, 
Litchfield, Long, McCoy, MeNeill, MeSherry, Matlack, Mattocks, 
Mitchell, of Penn. Morgan, Nelson, of Mass. Nelson, of Va. Over- 

street, Phillipe, Pitcher, Reed, of Mass. Rhea, Rogers, Ruggles, 
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m, Vanee, Van Rensselaer, Walker, Wal- | est extent of its boundary. 





Arthur Smith, Alex. Smyth, Sterling, of Conn. Stevenson, Swan, 


Tatnall, Lin Thompsor, » Lucker, of §. C. Tucker, of 
Va. Van Wyck, White, Williams, of N. C. Williamson, Wilson, 
Wood, W Worman—71. ' 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time to-morrow. 

The military appropriation bill was taken up in 

cummittee of the whole, and some progress being 
made therein, the committee rose, &c. 
Saturday, April 27. Mr. Montgomery, from the 
committee on the public expenditures, made a re- 
port upon the subject, concluding with the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary do inquire 


into the expediency of preseribing, by law, a mode, by which all 

ner wt Mh aoe - ana aueneel oe nen 
or pro may have same t i 

and decided upon in the judicial way, embracing ali cases, 


where, upon a like state of facts, between individual and indivi- 
dual, an action at law or bill of equity would be sustained. 
_ 2. Resolved, That, the committee on military affairs du inquire 
into the expediency of repealing all laws, authorizing the build- 
ing of forts, and erecting certain other military defences, by con- 
tracts made by persons not of the army; and providing, in lieu 
thereof, the most advantageous mode of having such services per- 
formed by the labor of the regular soldiers, aided by proper me- 
po ere under the superintendance of the proper officers of the 
ye 
_ 3+ Resolved, That the committee of ways and means do inquire 
into the expedieney of changing the existing law, in relation to 
the time of reporting balances to congress, as being due from in- 
dividuals to the United States, so as to require such report, within 
one year after the account ought, by law, to be closed. And 
that the said committee de also inquire into the expedieney of 
rescribing, by law, a2 more effectual mode of taking sureties 
rom the officers concerned in the collection and disbursement of 
public moneys, embracing a mode of renewing the obligations of 
such officers periedically. And that the said committee do also 
inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, for the forfeit- 
ures of offices, in relation to the collection of the revenue, and 
the disbursement thereuf, on certain specified omissions and mal: 
practices. , 
fhe report was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Hardin reported a bill to authorize the se- 
cretary of the treasury to dispose of the bills or 
notes of certain broken banks, denominated spe- 
cial deposites, or unavailable funds. Laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Montgomery submitted the tollowing joint 
resolution for consideration: 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the Uniteri 
States of America, in congress assembled, That the following pro- 
positions shall be submitted to the legislatures of the several 
states, as amendments to the national constitution, which, if ya- 
tified by three-fourths of the said legislatures, shall immediately 
thereafter be valid, to allintents and purposes, as part of the said 
constitution. 

1. The United States shall be divided into four sections, to be 
styled presidential sections, in the following manner, viz: Maine. 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Ver- 
mont, and New York, shall constitute one; New Jersey, Pennsy!- 
vania, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, shall constitute ato- 
ther; North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, and Tennessee, shall constitute another; and 
Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, shall constitute 
aoe ediately’ after th 

2. at, immediately’ after the next election of i 
the United States, the said sections shall be oh B Ks mynd 
bers in the following manner, viz: the residence of the person 
recently elected as president, shail be determined by the joint 
vote of the senate and house of representatives of the United 
States, and the section within which he resides as a citizen, shall 
be styled the first presidential section: and the number of each 
of the other sections shall be determined by a lottery drawn b 
the president of the senate and speaker of the house of repre 
sentatives, in the presence of the members of the two houses, ine 
the hall of the repr2sentatives; and thereafter each section shal! 
be mE ee by its oe so drawn. 

5. That forever, after the sections are se desi i- 
dent of the United States shall be elected Seong pe Bh capa 
spectively, in rotation, the first being a citizen of the second sec. 
tion; the second election to be of a citizen of the third, and so 
on, to the highest number, and then of the first and so on as before 


Rich, | mentioned, in regular rotation. 


4, That any state hereafter admittedinto the union, shall be 
considered asa part of that section on which it binds by the great- 


5 That, whenever itis ascertained, by the census of t ; 
States, that any section contains double the fer poh a 
of the section containing the lowest represented nua.bers, such 
section shall be divided by congress, and the numbers of each de- 
termined by lottery, as before directed, the one section taking the 
former number, and the other a higher number. 


The resolution having been read, Mr. Montgo- 
mery said that his purpose was to bring the sub- 
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ject before the view of the house and the nation, 
and, however laughable it might appear to some 
gentlemen, he considered ita very serious matter. 
He wished it laid on the table, for the purpose of 
calling it up at the next session. | | 
' Aftera variety of other business, to be noticed 
in its progress—— 

The house took up the bill to reduce the com- 
pensation of the senators and representatives in 
Whereupon a long debate took 


close-printed columns in the National Intelligencer, 
and much time was spent in calling the yeas and 
nays. It can be of very little use to attempt an 
abstract of it. A motion to postpone the sudject 
to the Ist Monday in December next, was negatived 
—ayes 33, noes i532. A motion to strike out six 
and insert four dollars, as the amount of the daily 
compensation, was lost—for it 71, against it 92, 
We should publish the yeas and nays on this ques- 
tion, but these, inthe present state of the bill, do 
not indicate the wishes of individuals, having more 
a view to subsequent proceedings than to establish 
any principle just now. Towards the close of the 
iting, Mr. 4. Smyth submitted a resolution by way 
of amendment, to reduce ail salaries and compen- 
sations at the rate of 20 per cent.—but before any 
decision was had, the house adjourned at a late 
hour.” 

Monday, April 29. Mr. Sanders, from the select 
committee on the affairs of the post-office depart- 
ment, submitted a jong report, which was read, and 
shali be inserted hereafter. 

The house refused (77 to 57) to consider Mr. 
Cscke's motion to appoint a committee to sit during 
the recess of the session to investigate the state of 
the several departments. 

Mr. Dwight then moved that the house do consi- 
der a motion which he this morning laid on the 
table; and the house agreed to consider it--ayes 
69, noes 57; which motion is m the following words: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to examine the 
decisions of the second comptroller of the treasury, with the power 
to send for persons and papers, and Jeave to report at the next 
session. 

It appeared, in explanation, that, on a settlement 
of John H. Piatt’s accounts, about two years ago, 
a balance of 48,000 dollars was found to stand 
against him, which he was unable to pay, and that, 
influenced by sundry considerations, a law had 
passed to settle his accounts “according to equity” 


‘—[that is, without the production of ail the usual 


vouchers required], and release him, provided his 
claims, so admitted, should not exceed the above 
amount apparently due: but in the settlement 
made under this special act, it appeared that a 
balance had been made out in favor of Mr. Piatt, 
in the sum of 60,000 dollars, over and above the 
said 48,000. Some discussion followed, until the 
speaker declared that the time allowed for the 
consideration of original motions had expired— 
and the resolution was laid on the table. 

The bill from the senate to repeal the 14th sec- 
tion of the act to reduce and fix the military peace 
establishment, (which section establishes general 


Scott’s regulations for the government of the ar- 


my), was read a third time; and the question being 
on its passage— 

Mr. Floyd said that this bill ought not to pass 
without some examination: because the rules and 
regulations which it went to repeal, contained some 
provisions which were not intended tn be esta 
blished by congress, and were not in the regula. 
tions when they were established by congress. The 


seventy-fifth article of those regulations contained | 














a manifest forgery, which ought to be examined 
into. He had betore him the manuscript rules, as 
laid before congress previous to their being esta- 
blished: he had also the copy printed from the 
manuscript for the use of this house, and conform- 
ing to it: he had alsoin his hand the copy promul- 
gated by the war department. In that copy, the 
75th article read as follows: “Art. 75. Transfers. 1. 
« The transfer of officers will only be made by the 
“ war department, in orders, on the mutual appli- 
“cation of the parties, except in extraordinary 
“cases, See 63 article of war. Nor shaltan offi- 
“cer be transferred into a regiment to the preju- 
“dice of the rank of any_officer thereof, When 
“officers are transferred at their own request, the 
‘‘ order for change of station will specify the fact. 
“See article 69, par. 81.” In the rules presented 
to this house, and by it enacted into law, the words 
in t/altc, as above, were not to be found. It was a 
subsequent interpolation and a palpable forgery. 
He had other objections to urge. There was no 
situation, he said,in which officers could be placed, 
in time of peace, in which they did not get their 
brevet pay and other emoluments, which congress 
did not intend they should have. And rumor (which 
a gentleman from Virginia said the other day was 
often malignant), had informed him, that, when ge- 
neral Brown was attacked with the malady uncer 
which he yet labors, application was made by ge- 
neral Scott for the command of the army, on the 


| ground that he was the oldest brevet major gene- 


ral, though the youngest brigadier, and this, too, to 
the exclusion of a man who had risen from the 
lowest to the highest ranks of the army, by merit 
and with fame. 

Mr. Alex. Smyth explained what, as he under- 
stoud them, were the factsinthiscase. The regu- 
lations prepared by general Scott were printed, it 
was true, for the use of the house. General Scott, 
then in Philadelphia, received one or more copies 
of the document after it was printed, and went into 
an examination and correction of errors therein, as 
well of the press as of the manuscript, and also 
made certain alterations in the text. He, (Mr. S.) 
then chairman of the military committee, received 
a copy from him with a few alterations, and after- 
wards, through the wardepartment, another copy, 
containing considerable alterations. When he 
came to draw up the bill, which passed into an act, 
establishing the regulations compiled by major ge- 
neral Scott for the government of the army, it was 
his intention that the last copy received from ge- 
neral Scott, having the advantage of his full cor- 
rections, should be the one established. For that 
purpose, he deposited that copy with the clerk of 
the house. He was perfectly convinced that all 
the corrections to be found inthe promulgated or. 
der were made anterior to the passage of the act 
establishing the regulations; and that they were 
then intended by congress to be what they have 
been published by the war department. He was 
confident his colleauge was mistaken in supposing 
there hadjbeen any subsequentinterpolation ofthem. 

Several gentiemen spoke to the subject—after 
which, on the suggestion of Mr. Archer, that, 
as the accusation was a serious one, anil to allow 
time to ascertain facts, the bill was laid on the table. 

The engrossed bill for the preservation and re- 
pair of the Cumberland road, was read a third time. 

Mr. Taylor said, he considered this bill as so im- 
portant in its character, as being such #@ violation 
of the constitution, that he felt himself impelled te 
call for the yeas and nays upon it. 

The yeasand nays were the reupon ordered. 
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Mr. Reed, of Md. moved to recommit the bill, for 
the purpose of causing to be stricken out of it the 
section that authorizes the president of the United 
States to lessen or increase the rates of the tolls. 
That was an act of legislation, he said, which it was 
not comtpetent for the president of the U. States 
to exercise. This motion was supported by the 
mover, and opposed by Messrs. Little, Ross, Trim 
ble and Stewart. 

Mr. Reed, of Md. called for the yeas and nays, 
which were thereupon ordered; and the question 
on a commitment being taken, it was decided in 
the negative, by a large majority. 

_ The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided as follows: 


™ YEAS—Messrs. Barber of Ohio, Barstow, Baylics, Bayly, Black- 
ledge, Breckenridge, Buchanan, Camphell of N. Y. Camphell of Oo. 
Gassedy, Chambers, Cocke, Condict, Cook, Cushman, Cuthbert, 
Dane. Dickinson, Durfee, Dwight, Eddy, Edwards of Conn. Ed- 
wards of Pa. Findlay, Fuller, Hardin, Hemphill, Hendricks, Hill, 
Hubbard. Jackson, J T. Johnson, J. S. Johnston, Jones of Tenn. 
Kent, Kirklan, Leftwich, Little, Long, McCarty, McLane, Me- 
Sherry, Mallary. Matson, Mere+r, Metealfe Milnor,8Montgomery, 
Moore of Penn Moore of Va. Moore of Alab N ale, Nelson of Md. 
New. Newton. Patterson of Pen. Plumer of N. H. Plumer of Pen. 
Rankin, Reid of G o. Rich, Ross, Russ. Sand+rs, Sawyer, Scott, 
Serg-ant. Sloane, S. Smith, W. Smith. J.S Smith, Spencer, Stew- 


art, Stoddard, Swearenge», Tod, Tomlinson. Trimble, Upham.) 


Vanee. Van Rensselaer, Walker, Walworth, Williams of Va. Wood- 
son, Worman, Wright—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, of Mass. Archer, Baldwin, 
Ball. Bassett, Blair, Borland, Brown, Bur:on, Butler, Cambreleng, 
Ca non, Cold-n, Conkling Conner, Crafts, Crudup, Edwards of 
WN. C. Farrelly, Floyd. G. bhard, Gilmer, Gist, Gorham, Gross, Har- 
vy, Hawkes Holeombe, Jones, of Va. Keyes, Lathrop, Lincoln 
Litchfield, Matlack. Mattocks, Mitch ll of V+. Murray, Nelson of 
Mass. Nelson of Va. Ow: rstreet. Patterson of N. Y. Phillips, Pitcher, 
R-«d, of Mass. Reed, of Md. Rhea, Rogers. Raggtes, Art’r Smith, 
Alex. Smyth, Sterling of Con. Sterling of N. Y. Stevenson, Swan, 
Tstnall. Taylor, Thompson, Tracy. Tucker, of Va. Tucker of 
S. C. Van Wyck, White, Williams of N. C. Williamsen, Wilson, 
Wood, Woodcock—68. 


So the b:ll was passed, andsent to the senate for 
concurrence. 

The engrossed bill about the prompt settlement 
of accounts—a bill to authorize the appointment of 
deputy collectors, and a bill explanatory of the act 
for the relief of Rd. O’Brien, late consul at Algiers, 
were severally read a third time and passed. 


The house took up the compensation bill, and, 
after spending considerable time thereon, during 
which several propositions to amend were made and 
variously disposed of—the bill was laid on the ta 
ble, (72 to 71), to take up the military appropria- 
tion bill, which it was necessary should be attended 
to: and the house went into committee of the 
whole en the same. Certain amendments were 
made, and, at 20 minutes before 60’clock, the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill to the house, 
which then adjourned, 


Tuesday, April 30. Mr. Smith, of Md. from the 
com nittee of ways and means, to whom was re- 
ferred so much of the president’s message as re- 
lates to the fiscal concerns of the government, 
made report thereon. 

[ The report shall be speedily published in ex- 
tenso. It estimates that the revenue for the pre- 
sent year will be adequate to the necessary ex 
penditures, and will leave in the treasury, at the 
end of the year, asurplus of 713,548 dollars. ] 

The report, on motion of Mr. Stevenson, was or 
dered to be laidon the table and be printed. 

Mr. Eustis, from the committee on military affairs, 
to whom was referred a bill from the senate to s«. 
lect a site for tlfe establishment of a national ar- 
mory on the western waters, reported the same 
without amendment, with a recommendation that 
the same be postponed to the next session; and, 
on his motion the bill was ordered to lie on the table. 

The resolution yesterday moved by Mr. Dwicht. 
for instituting a committee, with power te send 


for persons and papers, and to report at the next 
session on the subject of the decisions of the 2d 
comptroller of the treasury, was again taken up, 

Afier some debate, the resolution was rejected. 

Mr: Lincoln submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the U. States be 
requested to cause to be deposited in the library: 
of congress the originals or copies of all such re- 
ports, memoirs, or documents, not heretofore pub- 
lished, as have been made by public officers, In- 
dian agents, private individuals, or exploring par- 
ties, to the executive department of the govern- 
ment, together with any maps, drawings, or charts 
or copies of the same, which, in his opinion, it may 
be consistent with the public service to have there. 
deposited. 


Mr. Reid, of Maryland, submitted the following 
resolutions: 


Resolved, That the seeretaries of the state, treasury. war, and na¢ 
vy departments, and the postmaster general, be, and they are hereby 
directed to lay before this house, within ten days after the com-* 
mencement of the next session of congress, a report, shewing the 
time when was made the lasi statement, upon which a_ balance 
was found to be due, of the accounts of the oMcers or agents, 
foreign or domestic, collecting or disbursing the public moneys 
under the authority of their respective departments, who have 
held their several appointments fur the last three years; how such 
halanee was ¢iffered to accrue; what steps have been taken to re- 
cover it; the sufficiency of the principal and securities; and whe- 
ther any. and who, of such agents or officers have been continued 
4 the public service after such balance was stated to be due by 
them. 

Resolved, That the 2d, 2d, 4th, and 5th auditors be, and they are 
hereby. directed to lay befure this house, within ten days aftér 
| the commencement of the next session of congress, an account, 

shewing the amount of moneys unaudited at the period when 
their several offices were established; the amount annually appro- 
priated .by congress since the establishment of their respective 
offices, which it was their duty to have audited; and what a:nount 
has been actually audited by them annually, carrying the balance 
of one year to the account of the succeeding year 

Resolved, That it is hereby made the duty of the several audi- 
tors of the treasury to render to the secretaries of their respective 
departments, a semi-annual statement, commencing from din first 
day of the present year, shewing the balance, if any, due by any 
and every officer whose duty it may be to collect or disburse the 
public moneys. 

Resolved, Thatit is hereby made the duty of the secretaries of 
the state, treasury, war, and navy departments, to lay before this 
house, within ten days after the commencement of their annual 
session, a list of the balances which may appear to be due upon 
the last semi-annual statement which may be rendered to them 
respectively. 

Resolved, That itis hereby made the duty of the postmaster 
general to lay before this house, within ten days after the com- 
mencement of their annual session, a semi-annual statement, shew- 
ing the balance, if any, due by each and every deputy postmaster. 

‘he resolutions lie ov the table one day of 


course 


Mr. Blair, of S.C. submitted for consideration 
the following resolution: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the United 
States of America in congress assembled, two-thirds of both houses 
concurring, That the following amendmenis to the constitution 
of the United States be proposed to the legislatures of the several 
states, which, when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths 
of the states, shall be-valid to all intents and purposes as part of 
the constitution. 

“That no increase or diminution of the compensation to repre- 
sentatives, for their services as such, shall be made by congress, 
to have eff>ct or operation during the period for which the mem- - 
bers of the house of representatives, acting upon the subject, shall 
have been elected. 

“That no person shall be appointed by the president of the U. 
States to any office, either of profit, honor, or trust, or who shall 
have been a member of either house of congress within the last 
two years preceding the election of the president for the time 
being.” 

After Mr. Blair had supported his proposition 
by afew appropriate remarks, the subject under 
discussion yesterday, as to certain alterations in 
the book of rules for the regulation of the army, 
was taken up and occupied much time and a pro- 
tracted debate. It was contended on one side that 
the alleged alterations were’ made in the copy of 
the rules laid before the military committee, and 
| the fact was so stated, positively; on the other hand 

it was maintained that the book of rules, as it now 
stands, was not that on which the house had legis. 
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tions were taken, useless to detail—~and the time 
allotted to the consideration of original motions 
expired without any decision. 

Mr. Hardin moved that the house take up for 
consideration the bill to reduce the compensation 
of the members of congress, &c. and on that mo- 
tion he called for the yeas and nays, which were, 
thereupon, ordered, and the question being taken, 
it was carried—yeas 120, nays 46, 

The previous question was called for, but not 
sustained, and the house proceeded to consider 
the bill, 

Many motions to amend, some of them with a 
pretty evident view to defeat the bill indirectly, 
were made, and the yeas and nays called about a 
dozen times, as if for the purpose of spending the 
day: but nothing took place that directly manifest 
ed the feelings of the house on the prepriety or 
principle of the bill. A motion to re-commit it 
was negatived—and so the matter rested at the 
close of this day’s sitting. 

The following message was received from the 
president of the United States: : 

I transmit to the house of representatives a re- 


port from the secretary of state, in pursuance of* 


their resolution of the 29th instant, “requesting to 
be furnished with a copy of the judicial proceed- 
ings in the United States’ court for the district of 
Louisiana, in the case of the French slave ship La 
Pensee.” JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, 29th April, 1822. 

The speaker laid before the house a report from 
the secretary of state, of the amount of moneys 
paid as salaries, outfits and contingent expenses to 
foreign ministers, since the year 1800, and the 
amount paid to each; which was ordered to be laid 
on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the treasury department, in relation to 
the funds of the United States in the western 
banks; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Wednesday, May 1 The committee on the ex- 
penditures of the war department made a report, 
which shall be noticed hereafter. 

A resolution submitted by Mr. Stevenson yes- 
terday, respecting the alterations in the army re- 
gulations, was adopted; and a committee appointed 
accordingly. 

Mr. F. Johnson, of Ky. laid on the. table the fol- 
lowing for consideration: 

1. Resolved, That the practice which has obtain- 
ed in the public offices in this city, (of not attend- 
ing to business until nine or ten o’clock in the 
morning and closing the olfices at three in the 
evening), is inconvenient to those who have busi- 
ness to transact in them; it is not such reasonable 
attention to the public service as should be given, 
nor such attention as the salaries allowed by law 
are entitled to command, and that the said practice 
ought to be abolished. 

2. Reeolved, That the president of the United 
States be requested to cause the respective secre- 
tary of state, of treasury, of war, of the navy, and 


the postmaster general, to report to this house, on 


the second day of the next session of congress, the 
number of active and well qualified clerks, and ac- 
countants, that will be necessary to perform the 
duties of their respective offices and departments, 
by requiring a reasonable, constant, and diligent 
attention to business. 

3. Resolved, That the number of officers and sea- 
men of the navy of the United States, ought to be 





limited by law, and that the number of neither 
should exceed so many as can be actively and use. 
fully employed in the service. 

4. Resolved, That the president of the United 
States be requested to cause to be laid before this 
house, on the second day of the next session of 
congress, a plan for a peace establishment of the 
navy of the United States, in conformity to the 
principles declared in the foregoing resolution. 

Mr. Conkling laid on the table the following for 
consideration: 


Resolved, by the senate and house sentatives of the United 
States of America, inc e383 as. two thirds th houses 
concurring, That the following amendments to the constitution of 
the United States be proposed to the legislatures of the several 
states, which, when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of 
the states, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes,as part of the 
constitution: 

That no increase of the cempensation of members of congress 
shall take effect during the continuance of the congress by which 
it shall have been e- And no law shall be passed fixing the 
pay of members of congress ata greater sum than six dollars for 
each day’s attendance, and six dollars for every twenty miles tra- 
vel in peer to and returning from the seat of government. 

The bill further regulating the post office esta- 


blishment, (which proposes important alterations 
in the present arrangement of that department), 
was taken up in the house by sections. A debate 
ensued and a variety of amendments were made. 

At length, when it was nearly six o’clock, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and the house adjourned. { The amendments strike 
from the bill nearly all the new arrangements pro- 
posed to have been made about the transport or 
postage of letters and newspapers. ] 


THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS——MAY 2, 

In the senate, several bills were passed—among 
them, the bill in addition to the act concerning na- 
vigation, to regulate intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, to vest certain militia fines in the state of 
Pennsylvania, and to repeal the act for the encou- 
ragement of vaccination. Some others were pass- 
ed to a third reading, among them the bill for 
erecting toll-gates on the Cumberland road. 

The bill from the house to provide for the ap. 
pointment of deputy collectors was rejected. 

Several other bills were partially acted upon, 
and the senate spent some time on executive busi- 
ness, and then adjourned. 


In the house of representatives, a good deal of bu- 
siness was done and much debating had, which we 
shall notice more in detail hereafter. Among other 
things— 

Mr. Fuller submitted the following joint resolu- 
tion: . 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the United 
States of America,in congress assembled, two thirds ot both houses 


concurring, That the following article be proposed to the legisla 
tures of the several states as an amendment to the constitution 


of the United States—which, when ratified by the legislatures of 


three fourths of the several states, shall be valid to all incents and 
purposes, as part of the constitution, viz: 
he compensation of the president of the United States, of the 


vice president. and the members of the senate and house of re: 


presentatives, shall be fixed by law at the first session of every 
congress elected next after the representatives shall be proportiol 
ed among the several states, according to a new census, taken pur- 
suant to the constitution, and shall not be increased or altered for 
the term of ten years, nor until after the census and apportionment 
next succeeding; but no merease or alteration of such compensa 
tion shall take effect till after the term shall have expired for 
which the persons holding the offices or stations aforesaid at the 
perverted such increase or alteration, shal] have been respectively 
elected. 
The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 


The remainder of the sitting was chiefly occu- 
pied on the military appropriation bill, in which 
some amendments were made, but the house rose 
without having passed through the same, at hall 
past 6 o’clock. 
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